‘The Accident’: lesson ideas

Some background
[image: 9780903738385: Going Where the Work Is]The text was written by Isaac Gordon, a student at the Hackney Reading Centre in the 1970s and 1980s. Isaac came to the UK in 1960 from Jamaica. Amongst various jobs, he worked in a scrap metal yard and as a park keeper.
His book Going Where the Work Is, from which ‘The Accident’ is taken, was published by Centerprise in 1979. Isaac was 52. Isaac’s second book, It Can Happen, was also published by Centerprise in 1985. Isaac also contributed to the 1980 Centerprise publication Every Birth It Comes Different, which was collectively written by Reading Centre students.
[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/61CPsnoA97L._SX258_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]Isaac dictated Going Where the Work Is to his teacher, Jud Stone, and they developed the work together over an eighteen-month period. The writing shows elements of Jamaican English and a London variety, and the variety of English used in his published work was a matter of ongoing discussion for Isaac and his teachers. 
‘The Accident’ is sampled in Ken Edwards’ poem ‘Drumming’, which was published by Galloping Dog Press in 1982.
The audio is read by Uriah, a former transport worker living in Stoke Newington, who came to London from Jamaica in the same year as Isaac.

Using the text
‘The Accident’ is a very compelling story, with a clear linear narrative structure.  There is a lot of scope to use it to develop learners’ listening skills, and to introduce the use of topic sentences as a way of supporting listening. As Isaac uses a combination of Jamaican English and a London variety, the story can help students develop a greater awareness of different varieties of English.
The scenario of the accident and thinking about what happened to Isaac after the event provides rich context for further language work.  Role-playing a conversation between Isaac and his lawyer can be used to work on features of a formal interaction, including the use of more formal embedded question types. Accident report forms and court reports can be used to develop report-writing skills and the filling in of complex forms. 
Oral and/ or written work about accidents that learners have had, whether in the workplace or elsewhere, can be an engaging context to develop storytelling skills.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Speaking and listening ideas
Relevant speaking and listening objectives
· Use background knowledge to support listening (Lr/E3.1a)
· Listen for gist (Lr/E3.1b)
· Listen for detailed information (Lr/E3.2a)
· Listen for and understand the use of topic sentences and discourse markers (Lr/E3.1b, Lr/E3.2a)
· Take part in a more formal interaction (Sd/E3.1b)
· Ask for factual information, including using embedded forms (Sc/E3.3b)
· Give an account in the past (Sc/E3.4c)

Possible plan for a speaking and listening lesson
· Activate background knowledge: introduce Isaac using images – him, the scrap metal yard. Show learners the book cover and tell them about the book.  
What problem do you think Isaac had at work?

· Listen for gist: Play first section of audio (to ‘pulled my hand straight into the knife’) and learners listen to check.

· Listen for gist: What did they hear him talk about in the story so far (coming to UK, his job, accident?). What other things do you think he will talk about? Give learners topic cards. They predict order. Listen and sort.

· Listen for topic sentences: NB. The narrative is a really well organised story, with clear sections/ chronology. Get them to listen for the topic sentences, or give them the sentences and get them to match them to the topic cards. How do these sentences help us when we listen? Group discussion about use of topic sentences. Some of them involve time, to help us understand the chronology. 

· Listen for detail: Focus on the end of the story – compensation. Elicit that Isaac goes to a lawyer. What do they think the lawyer asked him? Elicit questions and scribe key words on board. Give each pair of learners two or three questions to answer. Feedback, scribing notes on the board.

· Ask for factual information: Go through the key words and elicit the questions.

· Use embedded forms: Elicit that interaction is formal. How can we make questions more formal? Elicit/ teach form and meaning of embedded questions.

· Take part in a more formal interaction/ ask for factual information/ give an account in the past: Talk about the interaction – how would it start/ finish? Go through success criteria. Learners work in pairs to role play the conversation.

Reading and writing ideas
Relevant reading and writing curriculum objectives

· Read and understand words commonly found on forms (Rw/E3.2a)
· Fill in an accident report form with some complex features (Wt/E3.5a)
· Write a report
· Use reported speech
· Recognise features of spoken language (Lr/L1.6d) and discuss differences between spoken and written language
· Understand how meaning is built up in chronological texts of more than one paragraph (Rt/E3.1a)
· Extract main points and ideas, developing awareness of use of topic sentences (Rt/E3.4a)

Ideas for reading and writing activities

· Using notes from the role play exercise, fill in an accident report form about Isaac’s accident
· Write a statement for Isaac’s lawyer to read in court
· Use text as basis for activities about Jamaican English/ other varieties of English, including comparing features of Jamaican English and standard English 
· Give a copy of the text, and use for reading activities
· Write about an accident you have had
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