‘A Woman’s Job’: lesson ideas
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Some background

The text was written by Annie Spike, and formed a chapter of her book A Woman’s Work… (Centerprise, 1978).

Annie Spike was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1943. She moved to Stoke Newington with her parents and seven siblings in 1964. At the time A Woman’s Work… was published, she was living in Homerton, Hackney with her husband and three children. Over the years, Annie worked as a machinist, shop assistant, home-help and office cleaner.

The book was an adapted, easier-to-read version of Annie’s account in Working Lives: Volume Two, a collection of oral histories of working people in Hackney put together by the ‘A People’s Autobiography of Hackney’ group, and published by Centerprise in 1977.
Using the text
There are two versions of the text – the longer, original version, which is typed up from the book, and a shortened version. The activities can be used with either version.

In ‘A Woman’s Job’, Annie writes about the many different obligations she has as a working woman. The text therefore lends itself to be used as way for learners to develop their awareness of how we express obligations in English, and the meaning of the different modal verbs used to express obligation. This could lead on to learners talking and writing about their own obligations.

The topic of housework may bring out strong feelings and opinions from learners, particularly those who spend much of their days doing unpaid labour at home. A class discussion, perhaps using the collection of feminist posters on housework, could follow the learners’ reading of the text and the related language work.

Lesson ideas 
Relevant objectives

· Obtain information from illustrations (Rt/E2.4a) 

· Apply own life experience and knowledge to monitor the meaning of sentences as a whole (Rs/E3.1c)

· Express obligation/need using have to (Sc/E2.3d)

· Use modal verbs should/ must to express obligation (Sc/E3.4e)

· Construct simple and compound sentences (Wt/E2.1a)

· Take part in a discussion (Sd/E2.1d, Sd/E2.1e, Lr/E2.8a)

Possible plan for a lesson

· Introduce the book and the writer: Show the cover/ the reprinted book. What’s it about? (how do we know?) Who wrote it? (how do we know?) When? 

Learners make predictions about Annie, then teacher gives some basic biographical information using the notes above.

· Introduce the chapter: Explain that we are going to read one chapter of Annie’s book. The cover picture helps us to know what this chapter is about. What does the cover picture show? (Annie doing housework).

· Pre-reading task: What tasks do they think Annie does in the day? Elicit ideas from learners and write them up on the board/ scribe on cards. (Depending on your learners, you may want to use pictures or a worksheet on housework tasks to teach or consolidate vocabulary.)

· Reading task: Learners read the text in pairs. They check their predictions. Feedback as a whole group.

· Reading task: Learners read the text again and answer yes/ no questions. Feedback as a whole group. Some questions may spark conversation about woman’s work inside and outside the home.

· Identifying obligations: What do we call things that we are under pressure to do, our duties? Elicit the concept of an obligation. Annie writes about lots of obligations in this text. Ask for one or two examples. Then, learners work in pairs to try to identify other obligations that Annie has, recording some examples on their worksheet.

· The meaning of obligations: Feedback as a whole group. Use sentences from the text as the basis for talking about the meaning of the different obligation verbs (should, have to, must). Give learners cards and a blank copy of the obligations table, and they match the features of each obligation verb.

· Talking about own obligations: Go through the form of these types of sentences. Ask the group for a few other examples of their own obligations, then learners work in pairs to talk about this.

· Writing about own obligations: Learners use the writing frame to make sentences. Then they write about their own obligations as a free writing activity.

· Whole group discussion: ‘My Wife Doesn’t Work’. The obligations Annie writes about are tasks that she does at home. Is it true that housewives ‘don’t work’? Feminist groups in different parts of the world have taken this comment on, creating posters that show the range and volume of housework. The posters, compiled by Sally Doman, can be printed and used as starting points for discussion about unpaid labour at home.

